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ness we should wish to form ourselves and to whose
supposed approbation we refer our actions, may have
a real existence in a Being to whom we owe all such
good as we enjoy.

Above all, the most valuable part of the effect on
the character which Christianity has produced by
holding up in a Divine Person a standard of excellence
and a model for imitation, is available even to the
absolute unbeliever and can never more be lost to
humanity. For it is Christ, rather than God, whom
Christianity has held up to believers as the pattern of
perfection for humanity. It is the God incarnate,
more than the God of the Jews or of Nature, who
being idealized has taken so great and salutary a hold
on the modern mind. And whatever else may be
taken away from us by rational criticism, Christ is still
left; a unique figure, not more unlike all his precursors
than all his followers, even those who had the direct
benefit of his personal teaching. It is of no use to say
that Christ as exhibited in the Gospels is not historical
and that we know not how much of what is admirable
has been superadded by the tradition of his followers.
The tradition of followers suffices to insert any num-
ber of marvels, and may have inserted all the miracles
which he is reputed to have wrought. But who
among his disciples or among their proselytes was
capable of inventing the sayings ascribed to Jesus or
of imagining the life and character revealed in the-